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of everyday life. Because such queries are a
stimulus to the imagination and open up to
young people new avenues of knowledge,
we herewith include two pages of "wonder
questions" and their answers. This mate-
rial deals with some of the elementary facts
of astronomy, hut the information should
suggest to the reader the possibilities of
further study.
Related   Articles.     Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
STARS,   CONSTELLATIONS   AND   PLANETS
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GENERAL  TOPICS
Apsides
Ascension, Right of
Asteroids
Astro-Photography
Aurora Borealis
Calendar
Comet
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Double Stars
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ASTEO-PEOTOa'RAPHY, the use of the
photographic camera in the study of the
heavens. In 1840 John W. Draper as
American chemist, obtained a photograph
showing the formations on the surface of
the moon. This was probably the first really
successful photograph of any part of the
sky; but since that time photography has
come to be one of the most important aids
the modern astronomer has. The sensitive
plate and the lens make no errors in record-
ing their observations, and by various proc-
esses these observations are made intelligible
and can be studied at leisure without the
interruptions that occur when 'the heavenly
 bodies are being studied through the tele-
scope.
ASUNCION", a soon'the on, the capital of
Paraguay, situated on the Paraguay River,
about 970 miles north of Buenos Aires. The
most important buildings are the cathedral,
several other churches and convents and the
government buildings, including the presi-
dent's palace, houses of congress, arsenal
and custom house. The city also has a col-
lege and a hospital. The principal trade is
in tobacco, fruits, Paraguay tea, hides, pro-
visions and manufactured goods. It is a
good river port, and numerous steamers and
sailing vessels are found in its harbor. It
was founded in 1536 on the Feast of the
Assumption; hence its name. Population,
1922, estimated about 100,000.
ATAHUALPA, alitawahl'pa, the last of
the Ineas, succeeded his father in 1529 on the
throne of Quito, while this brother Huascar
obtained the kingdom of Peru. They soon
made war against each other; the latter was
defeated and his kingdom fell into the hands
of Atahualpa, who took terrible vengeance
on his opponents. At this juncture the
Spaniards under Pizarro appeared and by a
trick seized Atahualpa, who offered a vast
ransom, in gold. Huascar offered a greater
sum, and Atahualpa in retaliation caused his
brother to be killed. Pizarro secured the
ransom and then, after accusing Atahualpa
of treason, had him quickly tried and exe-
cuted. See lntca; pizarro, francisco.
ATALAN'TA, in Greek mythology, a fa-
mous huntress of Boeotia. Her story is told
in these volumes in the article mythology.
ATCEAFALAYA, ach a fa li'ah (Lost
Water), a river of the United States, an out-
let of the Red Eiver. It branches off before
the junction of the Red River with the Mis-
sissippi, flows southward, and enters the
Gulf of Mexico by Atchafalaya Bay. Its
length is 220 miles, the greater part of which
is navigable for river vessels.
ATCHISON, atcties'n, ka*t., an impor-
tant railway center and the county seat of
Atchison County, settled in 1854 and named
in honor of a United States Senator. The
city is on the Missouri River, forty-nine miles
northwest of Kansas City, and has the serv-
ice of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe,
the Missouri Pacific, the Chicago, Rock
Island & Pacific and the Chicago, Burling-
ton & Quincy railroads. There are railroad
car shops, foundries, breakfast food mills.

